
 

 

Sh ock ed !

 

Shocked 

 

Internal Revenue Service inadvertently posted what is 
normally confidential information involving about 

120,000 individuals before discovering the error and 
removing the data from its website 

Why are these people smiling? 

 

Americans born in 2021 can expect to live for just 

76.1 years — the lowest life expectancy has been 
since 1996, according to a new 

government analysis published Wednesday. This is the 
biggest two-year decline — 2.7 years in total — in 

almost 100 years. 

 

 

 

A Nebraska man paddled 38 miles down the Missouri 

River on Saturday in a "boat" made from a hollowed 
out pumpkin to celebrate his 60th birthday and 

hopefully set a Guinness World Record. 

Duane Hansen set out from the public boat docks in 
Bellevue, Nebraska, at about 7:30 a.m. in the 846-

pound pumpkin and arrived in Nebraska City just after 
6:30 p.m., according to a post on the City of 

Bellevue's Facebook page. 



The Dictionary
Discernment

 

Discernment 

Discern
Divide or separate

 

Divide or separate 

Discern
Judging

 

Judging 

Discern

Sift out

 

Sift out 

Discern
Analyze

 

Analyze 

Be very careful, then, 
how you live—not as 
unwise but as wise, 
making the most of 
every opportunity, 
because the days are 
evil. Therefore do not 
be foolish, but 
understand what the 
Lord’s will is.
• Ephesians 5:15-15

 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise 

but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, 

but understand what the Lord’s will is. 

Be very – to discern mentally, observe perceive, 
consider, contemplate, look to in the sense of taking 

care, take heed. 
Careful – Circumspectly, exactly, accurately, carefully 

The translation reads, “Be constantly taking heed how 
accurately you are conducting yourselves.” That is, see 

to it that your conduct is accurate with respect to the 



demands of the Word of God. It is like a motorist 
accurately following on the right side of the center line 

dividing traffic.  

 

Hill Street Blues, Michael Conrad played Sgt. Phil 

Esterhaus 

Watch out for 
false prophets. 
They come to you
in sheep’s 
clothing, but 
inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves.
•Matthew 7:15

 

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in 

sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 
wolves. 

Watch out – discerning starts right here, actively 
looking for. Why? Because they are out there. 

false prophets – plural, not one, they are teaching 
God’s word, in the place and saying that they speak 

for God. 
come to you – you don’t go looking for them, they 

come to you. 

sheep’s clothing – dressed to hide who they really 
are, want to blend in 

inwardly – who they are when no one is looking, 
integrity 

ferocious wolves – don’t ask permission, they 
suddenly take what’s not theirs, 

Go after the weak  

This is how we think of ferocious wolves, going after 
the weak, usually not alone but in a group 

•Robbery

•Blackmail

 

The picture is that it grabs, snatches away, Robbery 
and Blackmail 



By their fruit you will 
recognize them. Do 
people pick grapes 
from thornbushes, or 
figs from thistles? 
Likewise, every good 
tree bears good fruit, 
but a bad tree bears 
bad fruit.
•Matthew 7:16,17

 

By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people 
pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 

Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit. 

fruit – what comes out of their lives, not their mouths 
will recognize them – this is where discernment 

starts, looking for hints, tips 
good fruit – what everyone is looking for, 

bad fruit – poisoned fruit, looks OK. 

 

Pick through vegetables and fruit 

 

Bad fruit looks just like good fruit, it’s not the outside 
appearance but the inside 

 

There are many kinds of mushrooms, some are really 

good for you, some will kill you. Don’t try and figure it 
out on your own, call in an expert. 

When the woman saw
that the fruit of the 
tree was good for food
and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable 
for gaining wisdom, 
she took some and ate 
it.
•Genesis 3:6

 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and 
ate it. 

saw – first impressions, 

fruit – it had fruit 
good for food – basic need of life 

pleasing to the eye – looked good. 
desirable for gaining wisdom – something more 

that just a physical need, or looking good, it was 
attractive from a whole person standpoint. 



Not everyone who says
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the 
one who does the will 
of my Father who is in 
heaven.
•Matthew 7:21

 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who 

does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Says to me – addresses Jesus, words are a good start 

but never enough on their own,  
‘Lord, Lord,’ – OT, Yahweh, Jesus clearly says that he 

is God, the judge at the end of time, repeating name 
shows deep feelings and intensity, Absalom, Martha,  

does the will of my Father – joyfully and willingly 
doing what God says is right is the highest form of 

love 

Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name and 
in your name drive out 
demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ 
Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I 
never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!’
•Matthew 7:22,23

 

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we 

not prophesy in your name and in your name drive 
out demons and in your name perform many 

miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 

knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
prophesy – preached, taught Sunday school, led 

small groups, anyone can do this 
drive out demons – always a visible result 

perform many miracles – Judas performed miracles 
I never knew you – don’t even recognize them, no 

knowledge or intimate contact 
 

 

Sometimes its easy to tell the difference… 

 

Sometimes it’s hard to tell the real from the fake, the 

true from the forgery. 
So, how do we apply them? Jesus tells us. 

Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of 
mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise 
man who built his house 
on the rock. The rain 
came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its 
foundation on the rock.
•Matthew 7:24,25

 

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 

built his house on the rock. The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. 

Hears – starts with hearing, moved deep down inside 

puts them into practice – k  
built his house on the rock – not someone else's 

house, his house, for him and his family, foundation 



on the rock – where the weight goes, doesn’t slide or 
move 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them 
into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash.

• Matthew 7:26,27

 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand. The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 

against that house, and it fell with a great crash. 
hears – hears just like the other guy, but stops there 

built his house on sand – houses on the outside 
look the same 

beat against that house – that’s how the enemy 
comes, beats us up 

great crash – not just a crash, but a great big crash,  

Florida – 12” Connecticut – 48”
 

Florida – 12”, Connecticut – 48” 

Then I will tell 
them plainly, ‘I 
never knew you. 
Away from me, 
you evildoers!’
•Matthew 7:23

 

Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!’ 

Away from me, you evildoers!’ – Jesus claims to be 
the judge of all time and eternity. He doesn't call down 

fire on them, but gives them the greatest eternal 

punishment possible – separation from him. 
 

When Jesus had 
finished saying these 
things, the 
crowds were amazed
at his teaching, 
because he taught as 
one who had 
authority, and not as 
their teachers of the 
law.
•Matthew 7:28,29

 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the 

crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught as one who had authority, and not as their 

teachers of the law. 

Amazed – this is the standard, this is the goal, this is 
the kind of teacher and speaker he was. He amazed 

them and they stayed amazed. This wasn’t some 
short-lived camp-high, or walking out of a room and 

onto the next topic. They were out of their minds, 
dumbfounded, astonished. 

 

 

 


