Shocked

Shocked!

On average...bridesmaids and groomsmen
spend $825 to be in a wedding party

- p— | The most and least expensive states to get
e — married in

The most and least = Ee—
expensive states to
get married in

State Cost per guest 2020 average cost

us. $307 $20,300
Alabama $228 $15,056
Alaska $364 $24,037
Arizona $285 $18,782
Arkansas $188 $12,426
California $395 $26,049
Colorado $315 $20,771
Connecticut 447 $29,499
District of Columbia $424 $27,965
Delaware $355 $23,416
Florida $241 $15,936

‘Guardians of the Galaxy: Cosmic Rewind’
Prices Are Announced

Between $14 and $17 plus tax per Disney
Guest

Between $14 and $17 plus tax per Disney Guest
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And | tell you that
you are Peter, and
on this rock! will
build my ch my church
and the gates of
Hades will not
overcome it.
AViatthew 16:18

This rock

Simon Peter

answered, “You

~ are the Messiah,

" the Son of the

living God”
Aviatthew 16:16
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Hades will not overcome it.
And I tell you that you are Peter, and o

t hi

| W

s r-ocsolikl, native rock
i 1|

my

c hur-aeny ssembly

« Headwaters of the Jordon River,

Peter

is the rock

moyu iclhdu r andh the gates of

-Huturé edify, encourage, build up

Simon Peter answered, "'You ar e the
the Son of theliving God
“You ar e t he -Mesawdararhiberator,

there is no doubt, the one and only, the
anointed, the Christ, one with power, authority,

t h e S-oaf the same substance, one with the

Father.
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4 An assembly
of citizens
summoned

§ by the town
/N crier

The assemblywas
in confusion: Some

were shouting one
thing, some
another. Most of
the people did not
even know why
they were there.
Aacts 19:32
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of the 1 i v mgonBasdwith dead
idols

Jesus explains this in this scene from The
Chosen

An assembly of citizens summoned by the town
crier

Voting with pebbles from Greek wine cup from
the 5th century B.C.

Not everyone was allowed to vote in Greece,
but everyone is involved within the Christian
assembly

Importance of town criers, after the Battle of
Marathon in 490 BCE, Pheidippides
(fai-duh-pidez) was sent 26.2 miles to spread
the news of the victory to Athens.

People gathered (assembled) to hear together.
Happened in Ephesus where the good news of
Jesus spread into Asia. It came head-to-head
with the income of craftsmen and related
trades. They began shouting: “Great is Artemis
of the Ephesians!” Soon the whole city was in
an uproar. The people seized Gaius and
Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling companions from
Macedonia, and all of them rushed into the
theater together.

The a s s e mbwag in confusion: Some were
shouting one thing, some another. Most of the
people did not even know why they were there.
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If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church and if
they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as
you would a pagan or a tax collector.

Aviatthew 18:17

/fsynagogue
Acalled together
Achurch/Assembly
Acalled out

And God placed all
things under his

(Jesus) feet and
appointed him to be
head over everything
for the church, which §

is his bodythe

fullness of him who

fills everything in

every way. -
AEphesians 1:22,23 [
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“the

a called-out body of people, called out of the
world of unsaved humanity to become the
people of God. The word refers either to the
Mystical Body of Christ made up of saved
individuals only (Ephesians), or to the local
churches

in the mind of God, the Church of Jesus Christ
is a called-out group of people, drawn to Jesus,
sent into the world, not of the world, separated
but not superior

If they still refuse to listen, tellittot h e
c h ur rdnd if they refuse to listen even to the

| church, treat them as you would a pagan or a

tax collector.

t he chuithelassembly of Jesus followers,
not the spiritual leadership, great leveling and
equalizing.

This was a real change.

This was a radical shifting of gears
Synagogue - called together
Church/Assembly - called out

And God placed all things under his (Jesus) feet
and appointed him to be head over everything
fort he church, whichthes hi

L | fullness of him who fills everything in every

way.

church, which-thes hi s
assembly is his body, period, no getting around
it
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1 CORINTHIANS 12:27

Greet also the
church that
meets at their
house.
ARomans 16:5

Co inth, to those sanctified in Christ

eople, together with all
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Now you are the body of Christ and each of you
is part of it.

No way of getting out of it.

But what about when it hurts? Destroys?
Francis Ford Coppola cowrote and directed The
Godfather. It was a terrible ordeal.

Humanly speaking, we will remember. But
there can be forgiveness, and even restoration
within the Body.

To the church of God in Corinth, to those
sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his

o holy people, together with all those everywhere

who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—
their Lord and ours:

# In the 1st century, churches were
- founded/planted in Corinth, Ephesus, and

Rome to name a few. Not exactly fertile places
to plant churches and a new worldview. Why
did they flourish, grow, and supplant the well-
established Greco-Roman culture? They loved
one another, they had an answer for suffering,
and they did not try to squeeze themselves into
the existing religious and cultural paradigm.
And in spite of a myriad of problems (spiritual
superiority, suing one another in public courts,
abusing the communal meal, and sexual
misbehavior to name a few) God blessed them
and they conquered the known world.

Greet also the church that meets at their
house.

For the first three centuries of the church,
Christians typically met in homes because of
intermittent persecution before Constantine's
Edict of Milan in 313 proclaimed religious
toleration throughout the Roman Empire. In
Rome, there are indications that early
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Confusion — from assembly to building
Ahurch — Lord’s house

so that there should be no division
in the body, butithat'its parts
should have egual’@oncerifor each

other.
Al Corinthians 12:25
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Christians met in other public spaces such as
warehouses or apartment buildings. Even when
there were several meeting sites in a city, the
Christians had the sense of being one church.
They maintained unity through organization
(from the second century on, beginning at
different times in different places, one bishop in
a city became the center of unity for orthodox
Christians there) and symbolic gestures (in
Rome, the eucharistic bread was sent from the
bishop's church to other assemblies).

The Dura-Europos church, located in Dura-
Europos in Syria is the earliest identified
Christian house church and one of the earliest
surviving Christian churches, from around 232,

Confusion - Church, the Lord’s house

so that there should be no division in the body,
but that its parts should have for each other.
no division - split, a torn garment; dissention.
equal concern - not go to pieces, stay whole
Willing to stop and help - like this scene from
An Officer and a Gentlemen.
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If one part suffers every If One part SUfferS, every part SUfferS With it; if
part suffers with it; if

one part is honored one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
- every part rejoiceswith . .
it suffers - is heavy, weighed down
Al Corinthians 12:26 . . . .
: honored - glorified, recognized, spotlight
rejoices — mutually participate in God’s favor

and grace.

SMALL GROUP TRENDS: ARE YOU
DOING THESE 4 THINGS?
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